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Tricia Elbrock, Chairperson   Arlen L. Hall, CED 
Robert Brunson, Vice-chairperson  Betty Rendon, PT 
Sylvia C. Dominguez, COC Advisor 
Next COC Meeting:  October 30, 2008 
Office Hours:  Monday – Friday Telephone: 505-542-3241 ext. 2 
             8:00 am-4:30 pm  FAX:  505-542-3295 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and 

marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio/tape, etc.) 

should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (Voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410 or call (2020 720-5964 

(Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 
 

County Committee Elections 

A slate of nominees for your county committee election has been established. The next step in the 
election process is the mailing of the ballots, which will begin on November 3, 2008.  Voters have 
until December 1, 2008, to return their properly completed ballots to the county office. Elected 
committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2008. 

Prospective Voter Requirements - Anyone who meets the requirements in either, 1 or 2, as well 
as item number 3, is eligible to vote for county committee members. 

1. Voter is of legal voting age and participates or cooperates in any FSA program, or 



2. The voter is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an 
entire farm. 

3. The voter must also be eligible to participate in any FSA program provided by law, regardless of 
the status of funding. 

Discrimination Prohibited - No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family 
status. 

If you have any questions about your voter eligibility, please contact your county office staff. 

NAP COVERAGE 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses 
that occur when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of 
an eligible crop by providing coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits 
NAP to each commercial crop or agricultural commodity, except livestock, for which CAT is not 
available.   

The application deadline date for the 2009 coverage on fall seeded crops has been extended to 
December1, 2008.  In order to be eligible for disaster assistance programs, like SURE, producers 
are required to timely purchase, at a minimum, CAT coverage for all insurable crops and/or NAP 
coverage for all non-insurable crops on their entire farm. 

NAP coverage for 2009 costs $250 per crop, but not more than $750 per producer per county, or 
not more than $2250 total per producer for all counties.  
 
Producers who already have coverage on 2008 NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on 
the same crop or crops for 2009, if the applicable service fee is submitted by the application closing 
date. A new CCC-471, application for coverage is not required to be signed when applying for 
continuous coverage of the same crop or crops. 

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or 
changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applicable service fee. 

Producers with 2008 NAP coverage must remember to complete the following to qualify for 
benefits: 

 Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested production using acceptable methods. 
For example, bale weights or other means of determining quantities of hay are required.  
February 15, 2009 is the deadline to certify your native grass acreage. 
 

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss is apparent, due to drought, hail, etc.  
November 1st is the deadline to file a loss for Native Grass. 

 

MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS 
Marketing Assistance loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. 
To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the time of application.  
Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity; responsibility 
for loss or damage to the commodity; and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a 
commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — even if you regain beneficial interest. 

Commodity loan eligibility also requires you comply with conservation and wetland protection 
requirements; beneficial interest requirements, report how you use cropland acreage on the farm 



and ensure that the commodity meets CCC minimum grade and quality standards.  For 
commodities to be eligible they must have been produced by an eligible producer, be in existence 
and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as determined by 
CCC. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be maintained throughout the term of the 
loan. 

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program to be eligible for 
commodity loans. 

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as 
assessing liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans.  

The most common violations are removing or disposing of a commodity being used as loan 
collateral without prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity certification.   

YOUTH LOANS 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned 
and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan 
and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal 
resident alien  

• Be 10 years to 21 years of age  
• Live in a rural area or in a town of 50,000 people or fewer 
• Must obtain a written recommendation and consent from a parent or guardian if the 

applicant has not reached the age of majority under state law 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the 
project and the loan, along with providing adequate supervision.  

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.  The FSA staff 
can help you with questions you may have about a particular program. 

 

2009 EQIP SIGNUP
 
Please be advised that the deadline to signup for 2009 EQIP is October 17, 2008.  EQIP provides 
financial and technical assistance to eligible participants wanting to install conservation practices on 
eligible agricultural land.  It offers contracts that provide incentive payments and cost-shares to 
establish the above mentioned practices.  Producers wanting to apply or who need additional 
information, should contact NRCS at (575) 542-9141 at ext. 3. 
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